THE  STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
disinherited for his marriage with a lady from Connaught.
Canning's father died young, and his mother was left
almost penniless; for a time she was on the stage, though
in later life she was supported by her illustrious son.
Hookham Frere had thus every justification for his picture
of Canning:
Born with an ancient name of little worth.
And disinherited before his birth,
A landless orphan, rank and wealth and pride
Were freely ranged around him, nor denied
His clear precedence . . .
Young Canning, through the care of an uncle, was
educated at Eton and Christ Church, and at the age of
twenty-three was returned to the House of Commons:
two years later he was appointed Under-Secretary for
Foreign Affairs. In his youth he had been a Whig, and
his conversion had prompted Fos's friend, Fitzpatrick, to
write of him:
The taming of coats so common is grown
That no one would wish to attack it,
But no case until now was so flagrantly known
Of a schoolboy turning his jacket.
It was Burke who had first shaken his allegiance to the
Whigs, and now that Burke was gone Canning may well
have felt that it was for him to expose to his fellow-
countrymen the danger that threatened them from
France.
The Anti-Jacobin was intended to appear every
Monday morning while Parliament was sitting, and it did
in fact last from November 1797 to July 1798. The
editor was William Gifiord, who afterwards edited the
Quarterly Review^ and among the chief contributors were
Canning and Hookham Frere. The latter had already
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